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GOWRI KUPPUSWAMY

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Carnatic Vocal Music

Born on 2 August 1931 in Pukukottai village of Tamil Nadu,
Shrimati Gowri Kuppuswamy had received training in vocal
music under G.N. Balasubramanium, M.L. Vasantha Kumari,
S. Kalyanaraman and R.K. Sreekantan. She has also trained in
Veena under S. Ramanathan.

Shrimati Gowri Kuppuswamy was awarded PhD degree for her
thesis ‘AComparative Study of the Scales of Karnatak and Western
Music’ by Arizona University, USA in 1982, and was conferred
Honorary Doctorate by Karnataka State Dr. Gangubai Hangal
University for Music and Performing Arts, Mysuru, on 7 March
2017. She has served as Professor and Head of the Department of
Music in the College of Fine Arts, Mysore University, Karnataka.
She has many reputed publications to her name, some of them
being Ragas of Tanjore, Music in Indian Art, Swati Tirunal’s
Compositions, Oriental Music in European Notation, and Index of
Songs of South Indian Music. She has also produced a monograph
on Chaturdasa Ragamalika of Muthuswami Dikshitar. She has for
the past fifty years been a concert artist with the All India Radio
and other cultural organisations in India and abroad. BBC has
made a full-length documentary on her work in 1975.

Shrimati Gowri has been bestowed with many awards and
honours, such as the Nijaguna Purandara Award by the Karnataka
State in 2019.

Shrimati Gowri Kuppuswamy was to receive the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Amrit Award in person for her contribution to Carnatic
vocal music. To our deep regret, she passed away on 6 June
2023. The Award is bestowed on her posthumously.



